Code decomposition in the analysis of a convolutional code
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Resumen

Some convolutional codes can be decomposed into smaller codes (subcodes). This happens if
they admit decoupled encoders among its encoders [2]. We will consider such convolutional codes
and study the relation between a code and its subcodes in terms of their free distances and column
distances. It was shown in [1] that the free distance of a code is equal to the minimum of the free
distances of its subcodes and we will show that the same happens with the corresponding column
distances.
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