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The floristic richness and chorological type, the life forms, floristic status and some phenotypic
syndromes of the taxa found in the fragments of juniper woodlands have been studied. Although
forests dominated by Canarian juniper (Juniperus turbinata subsp. canariensis) cover less than
one tenth of the natural vegetation of the island, almost a fifth of the total vascular flora of El Hierro
is present in them. A third of the taxa found is endemic and two thirds is formed by annual plants.
The importance of the syndrome of herbaceous plants with dry fruit, present in almost two thirds
of the taxa found, is discussed. It is in these dry environments of very fragmented forests where
there appear to have been rather fast processes in the evolutionary biology of some endemic
plants.
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