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We propose to enlarge the current Raunkiaer’s classification of biotypes or terrestrial plant life-
forms, in order to include a couple of strategies often seen in the Mediterranean flora: 1) the
amphiphytes, when a species can show adaptatively more than one biotype, and 2) the
intermediate classes, when a species’ etological form does not match clearly the biotypes
described by Raunkiaer, but it shares characteristics from 2 or more of them. Amongst the more
abundant intermediate biotypes we outline the hemicrypto-geophytes, hemicryptochamaephytes,
geo-chamaephytes, geo-phanerophytes and phanero-chamaephytes. In addition we propose the
option to consider in a more flexible way the height of dormant buds during the unfavorable
season, raising it up to 50 cm for the chamaephytes.
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